
4 years 
undergraduate
school

4 years 
medical school

3 years 
residency in 
internal medicine

3 to 4 years 
fellowship in 
gastroenterology

U.S. Medical Licensing 
Examination; 3 steps!

Student

Medical Student

Resident

Fellow/Trainee

Take MCAT 
Exam 

State 
Licensure

Legally
required to 
practice 
medicine.Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) 

or Doctor of Osteopathic 
Medicine (D.O.)

Start performing  
endoscopy

Not legally required to practice 
medicine, but important for 

reimbursement and to patients. Most 
doctors pursue board certification.

Gastroenterology is a 
subspecialty of 
Internal Medicine

A U.S. model for gastroenterologists’ education, 
training and certification (non‐surgical)

The making of a gastrointestinal 
endoscopist

Board 
Certification

Internal 
Medicine

American Board of 
Internal Medicine

Board 
Certification

Gastroenterology
American Board of 
Internal Medicine

Not legally required, 
but many insurers 
require it for 
reimbursement.

© American Society for 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy


